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AS I SEE IT...
What was your best/most 

memorable moment on the job?

“Well, I’m really always bouncing around and 
patients tell me that I made their day, that I’m full of 
life and cheerful and that makes them smile.  I think 

those are my best moments here.”

Michell Iser
Hillside-Nursing

“My best moments are everyday working with my 
co-workers as medical transporters.”

Anita Bender
Trumbull Central Transport

“I had a child come in with a severe head injury 
and she was so frightened.  I was able to calm 
her down. She just touched my heart and I’ll never 
forget her. 

Redina Ross
Elm Road Immediate Care

“When patients come in and they are very,very sick 
and you do something that really is so simple but 
they are so thankful and so appreciative.  It just 
warms your heart. 

Danielle Logan
Hillside- Nursing

“The best moment for me was when I became a 
medical transporter.”

Crystal Davis
Trumbull Central Transport 

Bill and Ted aren’t the only 
ones who can have an 
excellent adventure.

Any child between the ages of 
nine and 17 years can embark 
on their very own adventure 
thanks to “Summer Discovery 
at ChAMPS”, a unique day-
camp series sponsored by 
the Center for Behavioral 
Medicine at Forum Health.  
ChAMPS, which stands for 

Challenge and Mutual Problem 
Solving, is a ropes and 
initiatives course in Liberty 
Township, owned by Forum 
Health.  “The course offers 
participants the opportunity to 
sharpen their communication, 
leadership, decision-making 
and problem-solving skills,” 

explained Bonnie Gilkey, RNC 
and the manager of Wellness 
and Outcomes. Gilkey and her 
staff just put the wraps on this 
year’s program, in which 90 
children participated.

Staffed by trained facilitators 
who are experienced mental 
health professionals, the 
Summer Discovery program 
offers positive leadership, 
promotes healthy behaviors 

and creates a 
constructive 
atmosphere that 
fosters good social 
interaction.

Indeed, as two 
children faced a 
climbing challenge 
called the “Dangling 
Duo,” their camp 
mates supported 
them every step of 
the way.

“You can do it, 
Chris, just focus on me.  You 
can overcome your fear and 
reach the top,” encouraged 
one girl to a fellow climber.

“I never would have made it 
to the top if it wasn’t for her,” 
he said after they were both 
safely back on the ground.

“We provide safety, fi rst and 
foremost but we are also 
here to bolster the children 
emotionally,” said Emily 
Cappuzzello of Youth Services, 
a camp counselor. “It’s great 
because I see kids enjoying a 
great outdoor experience that 
they might not otherwise be 
able to have.”

This sentiment is echoed by 
18-year-old Danny O’Connor 
of Hubbard, who attended the 
camp for nine years and has 
been a volunteer helper for 
the past two years.

“I really like to help out; this 
camp taught me how to have 
fun,” he said.

Happy campers 
These kids are all champs

Kid’s Health Gets Stamp of Approval 
Youngstown Postmaster Larry Minniear and John 
Gonda, director of marketing and public relations at 
Forum Health, unveil an oversized replica of a new 
commemorative “Child Health” postage stamp. The 
37-cent stamp, now available nationwide, promotes 
child health through education and awareness.

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and Forum 
Health is encouraging all 
women aged 40 years and 
older to have their annual 
mammograms.  Statistics 
prove that early detection of 
breast cancer saves lives and 
mammogram testing can be 
crucial to that process.

If you are a Premier Medical 
Alliance subscriber your 
deductible and co-pay will 
be waived if you have a 
mammogram performed at any 
of the following Forum Health 
facilities: Austintown Medical 
Park, The Center for Breast 
Health at Beeghly Medical 
Park, Northside Medical 
Center, Elm Road Medical Park, 

Trumbull Memorial Hospital or 
the TMH Diagnostic Center.

Be sure to have your annual 
mammogram; early detection 
saves lives.

In our efforts to strive for 
consistency of policies and 
procedures and to ensure 
the ability to continue to 
offer a strong, cost-effective 
benefi ts package, the 
following changes apply to 
all management and non-
union employees. If you have 
questions, please contact your 
HR representative.

• For employees who currently 
accrue over eight (8) hours per 
month in sick time accruals, 
the new maximum monthly 
accrual effective October 1, 
2005 is eight (8) hours.

• For those employees who 
were eligible for the Extended 
Sick Program, this program 
is being  discontinued 
immediately.  Employees who 
are currently on extended  
sick will be allowed to  
continue that benefi t until  
their time is exhausted or  
they return to work.  

•  The Sick Time Buy-Back 
Program will no longer be 
offered effective  immediately.

•  The buy-out option for 
sick time upon retirement is 
being discontinued effective 
immediately.

Management and 
non-union

Sick time 
policy change

Made it to the top!

Going….Going….

Bid for the 
benefi t of kids

Who doesn’t love a good auction? 
Especially when the proceeds benefi t 
a great cause. So plan on going to Tod 
Children’s Hospital’s 3rd annual “Light-
Up-A-Life” Celebration Event

Set for November 17 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Davis Center at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens in Mill Creek Park, this 
fundraiser will feature exciting live and 
silent auctions and, of course, great 
entertainment and food, too.

Join the celebration and help light up a 
life!

For tickets or more information, call 
Jennifer McHenry at 330-884-4774.

C’mon ladies, schedule that mammogram
Once a year, every year

A ChAMPS team starts the climb. 

For those working in the Forum Health 
Enterprise Physician Offi ces or the Billing 
Offi ce, fun is all part of the job.  

At least that’s the objective of the 
recently established “Fun Czar” 
Committee.

“Our goal is to enhance the 
work environment and promote 
communications and teamwork between 
the Forum Health Enterprise Physician 
offi ces and the Billing Offi ce,” said 
Rebecca Kaiser, manager of Physician 
Services.

“This is a project completely run by 
employees on a volunteer basis and 
consists of a diverse and energetic crew 
from a variety of Enterprise offi ces,” 
explained Kaiser, who provides oversight 
to the Fun Czar Committee.

The Fun Czar Committee’s fi rst offi cial 
activity was a summer barbecue, hosted 
by the Central Billing Department.

Events slated for this fall include a 
Halloween costume contest and a 
book-swapping program, plus a supply-
donation drive to benefi t the Child Life 
Department of Tod Children’s Hospital.

All agreed that the Fun Czar picnic 
was indeed fun!

Committee works to promote 
enjoyable workplace
Are we having 
fun yet?
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of upcoming events & occasions
Benefi t/Health Fair

October 31
BMP Community Room 
7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

November 3
TMH Cafeteria

6:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

November 7 
NMC Auditorium B & C and Atrium 

6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

November 10 
HRH Board Room 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The big winners in the August 21 Hillside 
Rehabilitation Hospital 5K Team Challenge 
were – everyone involved!

The Team 
Challenge, held 
for the benefi t of 
HRH’s Adapted 
Sports Program, 
saw 172 people 
brave the late-
summer heat 
and humidity 
to participate 
in both the 
5K run and a 
corresponding 
one-mile run/
walk.   This is 
the second year 
for this popular 
event.

“We’re so pleased 
with the turnout. 
We met our goals 
so we know the 
word is getting 
out,” said Linda 
Case, clinical 
supervisor of the 
Recreation and 
Adapted Sports Programs at HRH. 

 Best of all, the event raised more than 
$30,000 for the Adapted Sports Program 
and the “Field of Dreams” complex.

“What was exciting 
to me was that 
the race coincided 
with the kickoff of 
our Cycle Program.  
We’d bought three 
hand cycles that 
arrived just that 
morning and three 
individuals who’d 
never ridden 
them before, 
got right on and 
participated in the 
race,” said Rebecca 
LeBron, manager 
of Occupational 
Therapy, Recreation 
Therapy, Adapted 
Sports and the 
Spinal Cord Injury 
Center for Excellence 
at HRH. 

Amber Wallace, 
director of 
philanthropy of 
Forum Health said, 

“This race is one of the most inspirational 
activities of the summer for everyone 
involved and for the community.” 

Hillside Team Challenge sets the pace

Running on the road to success Congratulations to the 
following winners:
Fastest Teams – 5K
1.  Columbiana Clippers
2.  Kennedy Basketball
3.  Adapted Sports Roller Team

Fastest Teams – One Mile
1.  Hillside Hotties
2.  Children’s Rehabilitation Center
3.  Girl Scout Troop #64

Teams with Most 
Participants
1.  Adapted Sports 
2.  AFSCME
3.  BMS Babies

Teams Raising the Most 
Money
1.  Titans of Titus
2.  Adapted Sports
3.  BMS Babies

Teams with Most 
Creative Attire
1.  The Punk Walkers
2.  Psycare All-Stars
3.  Robert’s Bunnies

Most Spirited Teams
1.  Psycare All-Stars
2.  Palliative Propeller Heads
3.  Boardman Medical Supply

On August 18, 2005, a 
coronary bypass was 
performed on a Warren-area 
resident by Dr. Pyongsoo D. 
Yoon, cardiothoracic surgeon 
and chief of cardiac surgery 
at TMH.

With that surgery, The Heart 
Hospital at Trumbull Memorial 
Hospital reached a signifi cant 
milestone.  It was the 500th 
open-heart surgery performed 
here since the July, 2002 
launch of the heart surgery 

and interventional cardiology 
program.

“Quality is linked with 
volume,” said Yoon, indicating 
that the milestone places the 
hospital among other credible 
open-heart surgery programs.

During the fi rst operational 
year, the open-heart surgery 
program at TMH experienced 
tremendous growth and 
success.  Now, with over 
500 open-heart surgeries 

performed and outcome 
statistics comparable to 
regional and national 
benchmarks, the program 
has proven its success and 
credibility to the community. 

“We’re so proud to reach this 
momentous achievement,” 
stated Elizabeth Maiorana, 
corporate clinical executive, 
Forum Health Cardiovascular 
Services.  Maiorana also 
noted that it’s not just the 
surgical team that is doing 

well. The interventional 
cardiology program at 
Trumbull Memorial Hospital 
has surpassed expected 
projections by performing 
over 530 procedures since the 
program opened.

After more than 30 years 
of dedicated service, 
Marilyn Titus was asked to 
accept the position of Chief 
Operating Offi cer of Hillside 
Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Howland.

Her answer was an 
enthusiastic “Yes!”

The appointment was cause 
for a celebration on July 21, 
when more than 100 Forum 
Health employees gathered 
to honor Marilyn at a Garden 
Party Tea Reception.

“I’ve worked with her for 20 
years and no one deserves 

this more.  She is the most 
dedicated, caring person I 
know.” said Lynn Payne, case 
manager at Hillside.

Leslie Miller, volunteer 
services director at the 
hospital, agreed, stating, “She 
is just wonderful.  I came in on 
my day off to set up because 
she’s just so great.” 

Titus’ administrative assistant, 
Sue Fabry, came up with 
the garden party concept 
to celebrate Titus accepting 
the COO position. “All of the 
plants on the windowsills 
were grown by patients in our 
greenhouse and the fl owers 
will be planted on site,” said 
Fabry.

Titus was overwhelmed by 
the good wishes, saying with 
a broad smile, “This is such 
a wonderful reception and I 
can’t thank everyone enough 
for planning and attending it.  
I really appreciate all the kind 
thoughts and words.” 

A garden party celebration
Titus toasted at tea

Leslie Miller, Marilyn Titus, 
Sue Fabry and Carol Avery.

Dr. Bleacher respected by all, adored by many
Beloved pediatrician retires

(L-R):   J. James Anderson, M.D., Kurt Wegner, M.D., John 
Bleacher, M.D., Wilfred Dodgson, M.D.,and John LaManna, M.D.

“You will be missed!”  That 
message, emblazoned on 
balloons fl oating about the 
Clayman Conference Room of 
Tod Children’s Hospital said 
it all.  That sentiment was 
expressed many times over 
by nearly 200 people who 
attended a retirement tea 
honoring pediatric surgeon, 
Dr. John Bleacher.

After being the hospital’s 
principal pediatric surgeon 
for almost 40 years — and 
becoming something of a 
legend among his peers and 
patients — Dr. Bleacher has 
retired. 

“It’s going to be a big 

loss,” said Jennifer Bosak, 
coordinator for the Department 
of Pediatrics at Tod Children’s 
Hospital.  “He’s just so 
dedicated to the work and the 
children.”

“He’s like a legend in the 
community, having operated 
on two generations of family 
members in many cases,” 
said Linda Grachanin, a clerk 
receptionist at Tod.

Dr. Bleacher refl ected on his 
surgical career which began 
in 1967.  “I want to wish 
everyone well and, of course, 
I will miss working with the 
children most of all,” he said 
with a smile.

Heart Hospital at TMH Reaches Milestone


